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Corinthians. In addition to this, in various other parts of the New Testament we have ten paragraphs in
which the Resurrection is clearly mentioned. There is no other incident from the first century which has
so many witnesses that are so emphatic and so irrefutable as the Resurrection of Christ. Today’s
historians recognize as facts hundreds of events and cases on the basis for which they hardly have a
shadow of proof, and we believe them. Yet, we have a full class of stubborn, stupid and so one-sided
people, who do not want to believe neither in this miraculous fact, nor in the testimony of whole
hundreds of witnesses who conversed with Him, walked with Him, sat at table with Him, knelt before
Him, listened to His teachings and recognized Him as their Lord and Savior.

Today, occasional reports or secondary ones suffice. But the enemies of Christ, in spite of
credible witnesses, in spite of solid and convincing proofs, do not want Christ to be resurrected but they
want to keep Him in that same grave into which He was placed on Good Friday after He was taken down
from the cross. If the Easter happening is not a historical fact, if the testimony of those who testified
about the truth of this Easter happening is not accepted as valid, convincing proofs, then no testimony
and no proof can establish and settle any kind of fact from any period of the history of mankind.

Proof that “God brought the Lord back to life” exists for us in other sources. What was it that
transformed that first group of frightened, timid, doubting disciples who were hiding into a band of
bold, courageous and heroic champions of their Crucified Master? Certainly it was not the beaten,
tortured and maltreated Savior, but the victorious, glorious and living Christ. What kind of powers and
what influences transformed the cross, which up until the times of the crucifixion of Christ was an
instrument of bloody torment, into the dearest, most beloved symbol of love?

Untold thousands have perished on the cross before Christ’s death. Therefore, | know, you know
and the whole world knows that if Christ had not risen from the dead, no person of sound mind would
make any effort for the glorification, the adoration, the worship of these thick, rough, beams soaked
with the blood of the Savior. What inspired that army of Christian martyrs with courage and heroic
bravery, what gave untold numbers of missionaries the power and courage to risk death in distant
countries that are little known, to associate with wild barbarians and cannibals, to take care of lepers
and be of service to them?

Only a deep, blind fanaticism, only a sworn religious blindness could dispose male and female
missionaries to such dedication of everything to the service of Christ Who died and is locked in the
grave; for Christ, Who if He had not fulfilled His promise of resurrecting, would become a common liar
and an ordinary fraud.

Fortunately, in our faith there is no room for fanaticism. We have proofs from incidents and
facts which only the most obstinate bigot and a blind atheist would dare to deny. Jesus had to rise from
the dead in order that by this miracle of all miracles, to confirm and safeguard and guarantee the
certainty of the forgiveness of sins; as dead and lifeless, He could not be Savior. The closed, sealed grave
could only mean one thing —a tightly closed and sealed heaven with a huge sign: “Entrance to heaven is
absolutely forbidden to anyone.”
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By breaking the chains of death and overcoming death, Christ proved His divinity, His power to
forgive sins and His eternal legal validity. The burnt offering on the cross on Calvary, confirmed by that
open and empty grave achieved the intended purposes; the debt of humanity was completely paid off;
the Creator’s justice was satisfied. The price for sins was paid in full and was accepted by God the
Father. Therefore, it is no wonder that not only the great and the wise, but every believer found in the
Savior’s Resurrection great comfort, joy, encouragement and strength in the problems and worries of
life and in the unending battle with evil and perversity. “Christ lives — Christ rules — Christ conquers.”
One can say that this motto is a summary of the entire Catholic faith.

If we would eradicate the resurrection our life would be empty, worthless, dead. However,
having proofs that Christ arose from the dead that Christ is alive, that our fate is in His hands, human life
takes on sense, value, dignity, authority and beauty.

A believing person does not look at the vile and debased side of life, but on that noble and godly
piece and in every person he sees a brother for whom Christ died and for whom Christ has resurrected.
God will also bring us back to life through His power.

Various people draw a variety of attractive pictures of a beautiful, peaceful and happy eternity.
Ask a botanist who specializes in plants and greenery. He will point out to you immediately the lily, that
flower of angels, that symbol of innocence, that symbol of Easter. The bulb of the lily lies buried and
unseen in the ground until it rots. The warm rays of the spring sun draws out of the warm ground a very
weak green stalk which in several days grows into a strong, thick, high stalk on the end of which a cluster
of buds form which seemingly within the blink of an eye burst, and spreading out they bloom. The
botanist will explain to you that something similar happens with a human body. The body is placed into
the womb of Mother Earth. There it decays and rots. But God, by His power, revives these remains with
a new body, a fresh body that is clean, immaculate and innocent.

Ask a naturalist. He will begin to describe how certain birds, led by instinct regularly in a certain
season fly seven thousand miles from the valleys of the Yukon in Alaska to southern Argentina. After a
certain period of time, as a group they return to their habitat. From this | conclude that the human body
must return someday to its better eternity. And | argue that man is such a homing pigeon. When he is
set free he eventually return to his pigeon house just as in the end man will return to God, whose love
created him.

Ask a philosopher. He will enumerate a whole series of proofs as to why there must be life
beyond the grave. He will prove to you that death cannot end everything because human life of itself is
not absolute, is not complete and is unfinished. Therefore a continuation of this life must exist after a
temporal death. In addition beyond the grave there must be a reward and payment which will even out
exactly and fully all the injustices and dishonest actions; which for wrongs, losses, for offenses and sins
will accordingly be rewarded.

We Catholics do not need to depend upon such and similar arguments to prove our personal
rise from the dead. Let others argue and debate this theme. We have all possible certainty, proof and
truth in the words of Christ. Listen carefully: “Who believes in Me, has life eternal. | am the Bread of life
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that has come down from heaven; whoever eats this Bread will live forever.” “I am the resurrection and
the life; whoever believes in Me, even if he dies, will live.” “Just a little while longer and the world will
not see Me; but you will see Me, because | live and you will also live.” “Amen, amen, | say to you:
whoever keeps My word will never see death.”

The immortality h of the human soul is a fact, a truth announced by God and confirmed by
Christ. If we do not believe that the resurrection of Christ opened for us the gates to eternal happiness,
to a personal glorious resurrection then truly we do not have any road signs in this labyrinth of
confused, mixed up, unclear events of life.

Would that God, on the occasion of today’s solemnity, would give us a faith that is suitable for
these critical times. May God lead each one of you, especially those who accuse Him of a lack of care
and cruelty to the empty and open grave of the Savior so that you could hear His voice from its depths —
Just as He did for Me so too, will the Lord raise you to life by His power.

May the joy and happiness of today flood your mind, heart and soul and banish once and
forever all doubts, sorrows, troubles and despair from your wandering which by the path of the cross
leads to Good Friday and from there to Easter!
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April 9, 1950
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

About two thousand years ago a man lived and died who renewed the face of the earth and
changed the way of life for all the people. He came into this world in a very humble manner; He
appeared to the people in poverty and misery. But in those few years in which He had contact with
people, in wandering from village to town and from towns to villages, He gave the people Christianity;
this new teaching, which is sometimes difficult to understand demanded humiliation, sacrifice and
dedication. He gave the people a teaching of which the cornerstone is a two-fold love, namely, love of
God and love of neighbor which took the place of the teaching of fear and dread of God along with the
hatred of neighbor.

The teaching of this Man from Nazareth was so wonderfully dear and beautiful, that a small
group of believers grew and expanded so much, that today it includes millions of believers. They fill
every corner of the world and by word and action they testify to the divinity of the teachings of the
Master from Nazareth. Just like their Teacher, the believers of His teachings weren’t and aren’t
conquerors. Christians do not possess and do not wear any armaments. They try to win over the people
for the Kingdom of God. While various false prophets and self-styled teachers were promising the
people various cures and miraculous means for all of their physical and moral sicknesses, the crusaders
of Christ promised and still promise the people immortality and an eternal reward.

In contrast to the humble Christ, so called great and powerful men marched across the world’s
arena: Genghis Khan, Hannibal, Alexander, Caesar, Napoleon, Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin; all of them,
without exception, were people of physical force, adherents of the principle of force over right. Every
one of them lost. Even the star of this last one is already fading. He will go the same way the others
went abandoned by God and cursed by all people.

But Christ and the teachings of Christ cannot die nor can they disappear. As long as people will
live, so long will human minds recognize, acknowledge and appreciate the reasonableness and the truth
in the principles: love your enemy; blessed are the merciful; it is more blessed to give rather than to
receive; do unto others as you would have others do unto you. No one and nothing is able to erase such
principles. Perhaps the most explicit proof of the immortality of Christianity is the happenings of the
past thirty years.

Two world wars, many smaller armed conflicts, various revolutions in politics and society and in
spite of these, everyone admits that the world is not better nor, are the people any happier. In spite of
losses and persecutions, Christianity is not only alive, but is getting stronger and is growing. In our
present times, it is the Catholic Church and only the Catholic Church which is the fortress and the
combative front against the brutal oppressors of humanity. Christianity is the open, unyielding and
irreconcilable foe of Communism.

The Catholic faith is alive not only in the free countries, but also in every country that is behind
the Iron Curtain. Even in the Soviet fatherland catacombs exist. The Catholic Church predominates. The
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clergy stand at the head. They fight with the cross in their hand. True, many of them are already gone;
many more will yet vanish. At present, many of them are rotting away in prisons but their ranks are
close. However, when this present war stops, the Church and the teachings of Christ will remain the
victors on this field of battle.

Therefore, all Christians today have a reason to be happy today and to rejoice because they not
only believe but they know that the grave stands open, because Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Savior
of the human race, has risen from the dead, is now living, and He will live forever. There is no earthly
power that can put Him into the grave again.

Now to our talk that is entitled —
DO NOT BE AFRAID

The trial brought against the imprisoned Christ during which the bribed witnesses, on the
strength of their false witness wanted to prove Christ guilty of blasphemy, of betrayal of the state, of a
desire to take over the authority, of announcing Himself as King, of stirring up the people to revolt, and
so on. Despite a lack of sufficient proof, on the demands of the crowd that was provoked and agitated
by influential leaders, the judge declared the sentence of death by crucifixion.

The sentence was carried out. The cross stood on Golgotha and on the cross hung the crushed,
beaten, swollen and bloody Body of Christ the Lord. About the ninth hour, according to the calculations
of that time, and three o’clock according to our time, Jesus Crucified called out in a loud voice: My God,
my God, why have You abandoned me? A short while later and He repeated this pitiful question and
died. At that moment, the veil in the Temple was torn from top to bottom, the earth shuddered, the sun
as though out of shame was darkened, the rocks split, graves opened up and many of the bodies of the
saints arose. The centurion, and those who were with him guarding the One Who was crucified on that
cross, were filled with fear and whispered — Truly, He was the Son of God.

When darkness fell, a certain wealthy man from Arimathea by name of Joseph, who also was a
disciple of Jesus, asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him official permission. Joseph therefore,
took down the body of the Crucified, wrapped it reverently in a clean cloth and laid it in his new tomb
which he had hewn in the rock. Then he rolled a huge stone across the entrance to the tomb and
departed.

On the next day, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate with a plea and a
warning: “Sir, we remember that this imposter said, while He was alive: ‘After three days, | will be raised
up;’ Give orders then, that the grave be secured until the third day lest His disciples come and steal Him,
and say to the people,” He has been raised from the dead.’ This last imposture would be worse than the
first.” The impatient Pilate answered them angrily: “You have guards, go and secure it as best you can.”
So they went and secured the tomb by fixing a seal to the stone and setting the guard.

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary came to see the tomb. Suddenly, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord
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descended from heaven, approached, rolled back the stone and sat upon it. His appearance was like
light and his clothing was white as snow. The guards were shaken with fear of him and became like dead
men. Then the angel said to the women: “Do not be afraid. | know that you are seeking Jesus the
Crucified. He is not here. He is risen just as He said. Come and see the place where He lay. Then, go
quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen and He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him.
Behold, | have told you.”

Then, they went away quickly from the tomb, fearful yet overjoyed, and ran to announce this to
His disciples. And, behold, Jesus met them on their way and greeted them, saying: “Greetings!” They
approached, embraced His feet and did Him homage. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go, tell
My brothers to go to Galilee and there they will see Me.”

While they were going, some of the guards went into the city and told the high priests all that
had happened. They assembled with the elders and took counsel; then they gave a large sum of money
to the soldiers, telling them: “You are to say that His disciples came during the night and stole Him while
we were asleep. And if this gets to the ears of the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of
trouble.” The soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. This story has circulated among
the Jews to the present day.

The eleven disciples went to Galilee to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. When
they saw Him, they worshipped Him, but some doubted. Then Jesus approached them and said, “All
power in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, until the end of the world.”

Such is this short and simple description of the greatest miracle in the history of mankind — the
Resurrection of the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Of the miracle which is the cornerstone of the Catholic
faith, for as the Apostle of the nations writes: “Therefore, if they foretell that Christ arose from the
dead, how can some among you say that there is no resurrection, then Christ did not rise from the Dead.
And if Christ did not rise from the dead, then our prophecies are in vain, and in vain is your faith.”

“Do not be afraid.” The messenger of the Lord reminded us as he was sitting by the empty and
deserted grave of the Crucified One. “Do not be afraid” called out kindly that Glorious Christ who raised
Himself gloriously from the dead. It was as though He wanted to say: “I have not only conquered
violence and force, but | conquered anger and false heartedness, deceit and intrigues of people and in
the end, | broke the power of death. Believe and trust that you, too, will do this, because | am with you
until the end of the world.”

“Do not be afraid.” What don’t these words include? How much hope, confidence, assurance,
strength, certainty they give us plus the strength and courage for that mysterious road of life. “There is
nothing new under the sun,” sang the Wise Man. And he was right, completely right. If there was a
period of time that was similar to the time when Christ walked on earth, then without the smallest
doubt, it is these present times. In those days, many evils were happening on this earth. It was not only
a few nations, but the entire known world was under the heel of the Roman Empire which held the
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conquered nations in its grip of steel. Slavery was in full bloom. Concentration camps existed — they
were camps for forced labor. The Roman proconsuls had a brutal control over the countries, their
people, over their lives, their productivity and the production of their work. A cordon of specially trained
Roman guards on whom, in our times the barbaric German Gestapo were modeled and presently the
Bolshevik secret police, NKWD were turned into brutes and settled in each new conquered settlement.
The Roman legions, hungry for new conquests, greedy for fresh booty, they were swept from country to
country. In every country they always found a handful of Jews who, for a miserable bow! of lentils would
betray their fellow countrymen, their traditions and their faith. And this was happening in little
Palestine.

It was exactly at this time, from the little known, and despised to a certain extent Bethlehem,
that there began to flow a dear, humble, balanced voice of a new faith, hope and love drawing and
inclining people to an honest, noble and worthy life. This was the voice of a Person named Jesus, the
Son of a little known carpenter, Joseph. His words fell upon fertile fields among the poorest people — the
shepherds, the fishermen and the working men. This unusual person seems to deliberately avoid the
great, the influential and the learned of this world and to love being among the poor. He took the simple
people, the children and the sinners under his warm and heart felt care. It was such people that He
taught, fed, cured and brought back to life and these people loved and worshipped Him because He, the
Teacher, with His simplicity, tenderness and concern, pulled those suffering, frightened and doubting
hearts away from the dirt and the accretions of a life of slavery and raised them to heaven, brought
them close to God.

For all of His work, they wanted to make Him their king, but incited by jealous and influential
clique of political and religious parties, first they crushed His Body and then they nailed it to a huger and
heavy cross. All in vain. For He, on the third day arose triumphant and glorious from the grave. His
teaching, His spirit, for the past two thousand years lives on in the souls of countless millions today and
leads people to happiness and this Christ conquers today just as He was victorious then.

There were times in those past centuries that it seemed that the anger, deceit and obstinacy of
the various tyrants and dictators would lock Christ in the grave and seal His grave forever. Being naive
and blinded, they forget that this Christ is not only the Son of man but at the same time is the Son of
God and that some day, everyone will be forced to call out in deep and black despair, as once Julian the
Apostate called out “Galilean, You have won!”

We know from history that every military victor, even the most powerful, in the end, he is
always the loser. Tough, but such is the irony of fate. In a duel with the cross, the sword always loses.
Empires and totalitarian governments end the same way. They fall apart and in the ruins they bury both
the architects as well as the builders. The strongest force must fall under the law of God and under the
law of nature.

And what is that teaching of the Crucified and Resurrected Christ which not only human force,
but even the powers of hell cannot damage nor can any force shake? It is a teaching that is well known
to you. It is a teaching that is simple, explicit, understood and based on love. God loves man, cares about
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man and protects man. “Believe in God and believe in Me.” “In My Father’s house, there are many
mansions.” “For your Father knows what you need before you even ask.” “Do not worry . . . for your
Heavenly Father knows that you need all of these things. Therefore seek ye first the Kingdom of God and
His justice, and all of this will be added.” “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son. So that whoever believes in Him will not perish but will have eternal life.” And for this reason we
are all brothers of one great heavenly family. “If then you are offering your gift at the altar, and there
you remember that your brother holds something against you, leave your gift before the altar and go
first to be reconciled with your brother.” “You have heard that it was said: You must love your neighbor
and hate your enemy. But | say — ‘Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you and pray for those
who persecute and slander you that you may be sons of your Gather in heaven.”

The teaching of the Crucified is a teaching of love and mercy, mercy and kindness. “Blessed are
the merciful for they shall receive mercy.” It is a teaching of peace. “Blessed are the peace makers, for
they shall be called the children of God.”

Without this teaching of Christ, mankind would have long ago become savage and the world
would have become a dangerous jungle. We find so much wisdom in the reminder: “No one can serve
two masters, for he will hate the one and love the other or he will stand by one and disregard the other.
You cannot serve God and mammon.”

There is so much truth in this saying, especially in this twentieth century when so many have
lost their faith and turned back to material things in order to safeguard their existence and material
possessions and flooded their hearts with visible and tangible things which at the first blast of an
unfriendly wind disappear as quickly as a cobweb under the thrust of a broom.

Christ not only promised, but He gave and gives him faith, that faith which exceeds all
expectations and brings to the believer a peace that is not of this world, but of heaven; and with this
peace, He gives satisfaction, strength, courage and balance. “Do not pile up for yourselves treasures on
earth where the rust and moth consume them and where thieves break in nor steal. For where your
treasure is, that is where your heart is.”

Presently there is still one dictator who up until now is victorious, who breaks in on the
bulldozer of force and hatred. He continues to take over countries and people. He controls people on
their every step and confiscates all the products of all of their work. But above the roar of unbridled
passions, a unlimited self-conceit and pride, one can hear the loving, gentle voice of the risen Christ: “Be
not afraid! Go tell my brothers to go to Galilee. There they will see me.”

The Apostle of the Nations, in his letter to the Corinthians writes: “God raised the Lord to life
and He will raise us to life through His power.” We not only believe but we know that Christ rose from
the dead because Resurrection is a historical fact. In the first place, in the Old Testament, we have many
prophecies of the resurrection of the Savior; in the second place Jesus, with great emphasis foretold to
His friends as well as to His enemies that on the third day after His crucifixion, the Son of Man would rise
from the grave. We have six reports that are independent of each other that corroborate this because
there is one in each of the four Gospels, one in the Acts of the Apostles and another in the letter to the




